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Extension work on shopping centre could start in autumn 



An artist's impression of Banbury's new shopping centre 


QUAY REVAMP 
BID APPROVED 


PLANS to revitalise Banbury’s 
shopping centre have sailed 
through to their next stage after 
being backed by Cherwell District 
Council. 

Work on extension to Castle Quay, 
known as CQ2, could now start as early 
as this autumn after detailed plans re¬ 
ceived a unanimous thumbs up from 
the planning committee. 

The ‘strident’ structure along the Ox¬ 
ford Canal will feature an eight-screen 
cinema, called The Light, a 117-bedroom 
Premier Inn hotel, a food store, restau¬ 
rants and shops. 

Addressing the committee on Thurs¬ 
day, May 18, Andrea Arnall, the agent 
for owners Aberdeen Asset Manage¬ 
ment, said: “I’m pleased to see officers’ 
positive endorsements. 

“We have worked incredibly hard to 
design a scheme that’s unique to Ban¬ 
bury, reflecting its canalside location. 

“Town centre site are always more 
complex and challenging than out-of- 
town developments but all partners are 
committed to delivering this as early as 
possible.” 

In March it was revealed that brands 


Hannah Somerville 

hannah.somerville@nqo.com 


including Nando’s, Lidl, Zizzi and Chiq- 
uito were set to move into the new units. 

The development will also feature a 
total of 586 car parking spaces and 84 
cycle spaces. 

Ms Arnall added: “We are very confi¬ 
dent that the detailed design is appro¬ 
priate and something you will like and 
support.” 

The 3,000 sq m food store will be built 
on a podium north of Spiceball Park 
Road with 217 car parking bays under- - 
neath, with the hotel built south of the 
canal. 

The cinema and restaurants build¬ 
ing be west of the GF Sports and So¬ 
cial Club, with a glazed to be built over 
the Oxford Canal and bridges over the 
canal and River Cherwell. 

Councillor Surinder Dhesi, who rep¬ 
resents the Banbury Cross and Nei- 
throp wards, said construction vehi¬ 
cles would need to be carefully routed 
and timed so residents were not dis¬ 
turbed ‘too much’ as the £35m project 
comes to fruition. 
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But she added: “I welcome the scheme 
and it’s overly due. There’s lots of retail¬ 
ers in the High Street and Castle Street 
which are closing so this will revitalise 
the town.” 

If work begins promptly this year the 
majority of CQ2 could be open from 
Christmas 2018. 

Fellow councillor Barry Richards 
said: “It’s exciting. It’s very welcome. 
It’s what Banbury needs. 

“I’m sure it will be a significant devel¬ 
opment and one of great benefit to Ban¬ 
bury and surrounding areas.” 
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Vigilante jailed for brutal attack 



Man tortured victim who 
he and another thought 
was really a paedophile 

Michael Race 

mrace@nqo.com 


A MAN who beat up and tor¬ 
tured another man who he 
thought “may have been in¬ 
volved in paedophilia” was 
jailed for his vigilante attack. 

Timothy Hodges, 57, was sen¬ 
tenced to 22 months behind bars 
after he “humiliated” a man along¬ 
side Karl Englishby, 36, at his home 
in Banbury four years ago. 

During his ordeal the victim, who 
cannot be named for legal reasons, 
was asked to confess to crimes of 
which the police had “no knowledge 
at all”. 

Hodges assaulted him, shaved his 
pubic hair, put a pair of secateurs to 
his genitals and threatened to chop 
off his fingers, Oxford Crown Court 
heard. 

The pair tortured the victim in a 
15-minute video clip after befriend¬ 
ing him in a pub. 

The court heard how Englishby 
had been already been sentenced 
to 21 months imprisonment on May 
11, but that Hodges had failed to sur¬ 
render to be sentenced on that day. 

Prosecuting Hodges, Wayne Cran- 
ston-Morris told the court on Tues¬ 
day how Englishby called police to 
tell them he had “footage of some¬ 
one admitting to child sex offences”. 


Karl Englishby 

Mr Cranston-Morris added Eng¬ 
lishby told officers of his actions 
and that he had given the victim “a 
good kicking” with Hodges. 

He said the complainant was 
“subjected to a significant assault 


and physical abuse” by both defend¬ 
ants. 

He added: “He [the victim] was 
threatened with further action 
should he complain to the police.” 

The court heard how Hodges, of 


Margaret Close, Banbury, had sev¬ 
eral previous convictions of theft, 
ABH and most recently affray in 
2015. 

Judge Ian Pringle QC said the alle¬ 
gations of paedophilia had no foun¬ 


dation “as far as the police were 
concerned”. 

He added: “You shaved his pubic 
hair and you humiliated him. 

“Vigilante behaviour like that is 
totally unacceptable.” 

Judge Pringle said he saw “no rea¬ 
son” to give a different sentence to 
Hodges than that his co-defendant, 
but added one month’s imprison¬ 
ment would run consecutive for the 
bail act offence. 

At Englishby’s sentencing, the 
court heard how he encouraged 
Hodges to carry out the horrific in¬ 
terrogation of a man they believed 
to be a paedophile while capturing 
the violence on camera. 

The middle-aged victim was seen 
sitting on a kitchen chair without a 
shirt on, bloodied and bruised after 
being beaten and threatened until 
he admitted he was a child abuser. 
Hodges was described as the “ring¬ 
leader” while Englishby encour¬ 
aged him and filmed the shocking 
episode. 

Defence barrister Claire Wade 
said the defendant suffered from 
Post Traumatic Stress Disorder and 
was a carer for his wife. 

She added Hodges had been 
“drinking heavily” on the date of 
the offence. 

Ms Wade said: “This defendant 
was sexually abused from the ages 
of six to 10 and nothing was done 
about that. 

“Nothing was done about the 
abuse he suffered and he is angry. 
He remains angry about it.” 

The defence barrister said Hodges 
did not attend his first sentencing 
date because his wife was unwell. 
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Glyn Smith of Comic Connections, centre, with Suzette Neptune of Banbury 
Presents and Blue Watson of Cherwell Theatre Company as Darth Vader at 
last year's 'Geek Con' in Banbury 


Sci-fi fans will be out 
in Force at Spa Wars 



Oxford puppeteer Hugh Spight with a photograph of one of his characters 
from Return of the Jedi 


Leamington event set to 
bring old cast members 
together and lots more 

Hannah Somerville 

hannah.somerville@nqo.com 


OXFORDSHIRE’S longest-run¬ 
ning comic book shop is joining 
forces with a store in Leaming¬ 
ton Spa to celebrate the 40th an¬ 
niversary of Star Wars. 

Comic Connections in Parsons 
Street is gearing up to co-host an 
epic day out with Spa Town Comics 
on Saturday, December 2. 

Although the event will take place 
at the store in Leamington Spa, it is 
hoped that families and fans from 
Oxfordshire will attend to support 
the “Spa Wars” event. 

On the day attendees will have the 
chance to meet original cast mem¬ 
bers, take part in themed table-top 
gaming and get handy with a light- 
saber. 

Visitors are also encouraged to 
cosplay as their favourite char¬ 
acters and will have a chance to 
browse myriad comics and collecti¬ 
bles from a galaxy far, far away. 

Glyn Smith, owner of Comic Con¬ 
nections, said: “As a huge Star Wars 
fan myself I’m thrilled to be work¬ 
ing with another independent store 
on such a celebration. 


“We’re using our connections to 
bring cast members together for a 
galactic reunion no-one will forget 
in a hurry.” 

The first guest appearance to be 
announced was Hugh Spight, a pup¬ 
peteer from Oxford. 

In 1982 he spent six weeks at El- 
stree Studios filming Return of the 
Jedi, playing several background 
roles including a Gamorrean guard, 
a Mon Calamari fish creature and 
an Elom monster. 

His name was infamously mis¬ 
spelled as “Hugh Spirit” in the 
film’s credits. 


Lisa-Marie Nelson of Spa Town 
Comics said: “We can’t wait to meet 
some of the original cast and see 
Stormtroopers and Wookiees back 
on the streets of Leamington. 

“Our Spa Wars event is the perfect 
way for fans to prepare for the Star 
Wars: The Last Jedi movie out later 
in December.” 

Discounted tickets costing £8 for 
adults instead of £10 and £4 for chil¬ 
dren instead of £5 will be available 
from May 25 until June 30. 

To book tickets or for more infor¬ 
mation visit spatowncomics.co.uk/ 
spawars. 


Millets- 
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Burglaries, violent crimes and 



Thames Valley Police and Crime Commissioner Anthony Stansfeld 


Deputy commander 
speaks out about 
challenges faced 

Michael Race 

mrace@nqo.com 


CRIME in the North and 
West of Oxfordshire is on 
the rise with latest figures 
revealing an increase in 
reports of burglaries, rob¬ 
beries and violent crimes 
in the past 12 months. 

Reports of crime in the 
Cherwell and West Oxford¬ 
shire policing area have in¬ 
creased overall by 12.5 per 
cent from 2015/16, with the 
statistics released for the past 
financial year also revealing 
a 12.7 per cent drop in record¬ 
ing crimes which the police 
processed to establish an ‘out¬ 
come’. 

Recordings of burglary in¬ 
creased by 35.78 per cent from 
the previous year, with re¬ 
ports of violent against a per¬ 
son rising from 2,688 to 2,846 
- a 5.9 per cent increase - over 
the same period. 

Arson and criminal dam¬ 
age increased by 18.9 per cent 
with 1,921 reports compared 
to 1,615 in 2015/16 and vehicle 
crime, which includes thefts 
of a vehicle, from a vehicle 
and vehicle interference, was 
up from 793 reported to 1,117, 
a 40 per cent rise in a year. 

Despite the overall rise, rob¬ 
bery of business property fell 
from 13 reports in 2015/16 to 
5 in 2016/17 along with drug 
offences, decreasing from 532 
reports to 419, a 21.2 per cent 
fall. Following the release of 
the figures by Thames Valley 
Police, Chief Inspector Emma 
Garside said the increase in 
crime could be seen ‘particu¬ 


Officers on the beat 

larly in larger urban areas 
such as Banbury and Bices¬ 
ter’. 

The deputy LPA command¬ 
er for Cherwell and West 
Oxfordshire, added the fig¬ 


ures showed the area shared 
‘many of the same challenges 
as other areas in the force’. 

Ch Insp Garside said: 
“Overall crime in the area is 
up. We have seen an increase 
for the first time in a number 
of years of domestic burgla¬ 
ry 

“We are taking the neces¬ 
sary steps to identify poten¬ 
tial causes and encourage the 
crime prevention messages 
in our communities. 

“We are pleased that the 
numbers of drugs offences 
have reduced, as this rein¬ 
forces the work we have done 
locally under the Stronghold 
campaign. 

“I am also pleased to see a 
reduction in the numbers of 
businesses falling victim to 
robbery.” 

Overall in Cherwell and 
West Oxfordshire 13,236 
crimes were reported in 
2016/17 compared to 11,769 
the year before and 10,393 in 
2014/15. 

But in comparison to the 
rise in reports, police only 
established an ‘outcome’ for 
2,524 recorded crimes com¬ 
pared to 2,892 in 2015/16 and 
3,174 in 2014/15. 

The classification of ‘out¬ 
come’ is used when cases for 
when a caution, charge, or 
summons has been made, but 
also when crimes recorded 
are resolved at community 
level, by another authority, or 
when there has been no pros¬ 
ecution. 

Ch Insp Garside added: 
“Crime isn’t just a police 


concern. We work hard at 
building and strengthening 
our relationships with our 
key partners in the local au¬ 
thority and other emergency 
services. 

“We are grateful for the 
continued support of the 
public over this last year as 
we continue to protect the 
most vulnerable in our com¬ 


munities from harm and en¬ 
sure our towns are villages 
are a safe place to live and 
work.” 

The reported crime rise 
comes as Thames Valley Po¬ 
lice braces itself for a £22m 
cut from its budget for this fi¬ 
nancial year - on top of £88m 
saved over the past six years. 

Anthony Stansfeld, Police 


and Crime Commissioner 
for Thames Valley, admitted 
the figures were ‘concern¬ 
ing’ and said it was a serious 
issue. 

A Thames Valley Police 
spokeswoman said a reason 
for the fall in ‘outcomes’ 
could be due to a large num¬ 
ber of reports not being ‘di¬ 
rectly crime-related’. 
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robberies are on rise 
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Building to begin 

WORK on a second large housing 
development on the edge of 
Bloxham will begin this summer. 

The 85-home Weavers Fields 
development between Milton Road 
and Barford Road caused 
consternation when it received 
planning permission in 2014. 

Housebuilder Miller Homes has 
said work will begin in the next 
couple of months on the mixture of 
three- to four-bedroom ‘executive 
homes’. 

It follows the firm’s recent launch 
of the Woodlands development in 
Tadmarton Road. 

Tracey Lee, regional operations 
director for Miller Homes, said she 
expected the properties to be in 
high demand. She added: “The 
friendly area of Bloxham offers a 
desirable community in which to 
put down roots.” 

Quiz health chiefs 

PEOPLE in Oxford will have the 
opportunity to quiz health bosses 
on changes to NHS services across 
the county 

The chief executive of 
Oxfordshire Clinical 
Commissioning Group, David 
Smith, will update residents on 
plans to improve patient care at a 
board meeting in Jubilee House, 
Oxford Business Park, at 9am on 
Thursday, May 25. 

Mr Smith said: “This is an 
opportunity for members of the 
public to hear about the progress 
we’re making to commission high 
quality health services in 
Oxfordshire.” 

The public should submit 
questions in writing about agenda 
items at least 48-hours before the 
meeting to oxon.gpc@nhs.net 


IWiddle mitts make their 
mark for dementia care 


Pictured L-R Health and Social Care Student from Banbury & Bicester College Ellie Wise, care home resident Mair 
Robson, Health and Social Care Student from Banbury & Bicester College Jodie Bowler 


Care home joins in to 
knit cosies for Dementia 
Awareness Week 

Naomi Herring 

nherring@nqo.com 


STAFF and visitors have been 
beavering away in the lead up 
to Dementia Awareness Week 
to knit their very own twiddle 
mitts. 

The new craze is one in which peo¬ 
ple have been knitting hand cosies 
which include a variety of textures 
and colours. 

The twiddle mitts are designed 
for older people who have dementia 
and are thought to help people deal 
with anxiety. 

One care home which has joined 
the knitting campaign is The Rid¬ 
ings Care Home in Banbury. 

The Ridings activities co-ordina¬ 
tor Claire Blow said: “The twiddle 
mitts are an important resource 
used to boost the great dementia 
care at The Ridings, and improve 
the well-being of people living with 
dementia.” 

The care home bought staff, visi¬ 
tors and residents together for De¬ 
mentia Awareness Week which is 
staged from May 14 to May 20. 

In celebration of the week, every¬ 


one involved rolled up their sleeves 
to get stuck into making their very 
own twiddle mitts of all sorts of col¬ 
ours and designs. 

In many of the designs the twid¬ 
dle mitts were knitted into stripes 
depicting a rainbow of colours. 


Many of them included beads, rib¬ 
bons, pom pom balls and fringing - 
all designed to give people who are 
wearing the twiddle mitt something 
to feel and ‘twiddle’. 

One knitter went that little bit fur¬ 
ther and even knitted a mini mouse 


which was attached to the twiddle 
mitt. As part of the celebrations 
and week of awareness for the dis¬ 
ease the Banbury care home in Cal- 
der Close invited health and social 
care students from Banbury and 
Bicester College in as well. 
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Exempt and Fee Paying Patients Welcome 


NHS access available | Exempt NHS patients 
welcome | Disabled access | Crowns and bridges 
Hygienist service | Tooth whitening 


Accepting 

New NHS 
Patients! 


The NHS tells us how we must charge you for NHS dental services and 
the amount you pay depends on the treatments you need. However, 
some people are exempt from the charges: 

• Patients under the age of 18 

• Patients who are 18 but still in full-time education 

• Expectant mothers 

• Nursing mothers 

• Others receiving various low income benefits 

The amount you pay for dental treatments is capped. Treatments fall 
into three bands and are shown below: 


Monday - Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 


8.30arri - 8.00pm 
8.30am - 5.30pm 
8.30am - 5.00pm 


Band 1 

Dental check-up (Examination), simple 
scaling, X-ray 

£20.60 

Band 2 

Fillings, extractions and Band 1 
treatments 

£56.30 

Band 3 

Crowns and dentures and Band 1 and 

Band 2 treatments 

£244.30 


(Visit our website for more information about NHS charges.) 


www.banburydental.co.uk 

YOUR FIRST CHOICE FOR DENTAL CARE 
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Awards for police officers who go 
above and beyond the call of duty 



PC Robert Maris community police officer of the Jackie Murdock winner of a lifetime 
year for Oxfordshire and Thames Valley achievement award 


Jim Davies, awarded the Diversity Champion 
for 2017 


PSCO Agnieszka Gett won Oxfordshire's PCSO 
of the Year 



Staff at the Thames Valley Police Community Policing Awards 


Officers praised for 
helping community 
in moments of need 

Michael Race 

mrace@nqo.com 


POLICE officers and vol¬ 
unteers were honoured for 
their services to the public at 
the annual Community Po¬ 
licing Awards. 

Members of Thames Valley 
Police’s neighbourhood policing 
teams were recognised for their 
efforts over the past year at a cer¬ 
emony at Eynsham Hall. 

The awards, now in their 16th 
year, are split in to categories 
to reward police officers, police 
community support officers, spe¬ 
cial constables and volunteers. 

Among the winners on Tues¬ 
day night were four members of 
the force based in Oxfordshire. 

Agnieszka Gett won Oxford¬ 
shire’s PCSO of the year. 

PCSO Gett, based at Oxford’s St 
Aldates’ police station, said she 
‘didn’t expect to be nominated’ 
for the award. 

She added: “I’m thrilled. The 
fact the community I work in 
feels that I’m doing something 
that makes them feel safer is an 
honour. I’m truly thankful to my 
team, PC Dugmore, my family 
and my partner, Joe.” 

PCSO Gett joined the force in 
January 2015 and served in Wood 
Farm before she discovered her 


passion for working with young 
people and became involved in 
the safeguarding of young girls. 

Last June she took on a role in 
the problem-solving team as a 
youth engagement and schools 
PCSO. 

PCSO Gett, whose first lan¬ 
guage is Polish, received praise 
for helping the Roads Policing 
team to communicate with a 
Polish family to pass on news 
about their child, who had been 
involved in a car crash. 

A citation about PCSO Gett 
said: “She is willing to help any¬ 
one and go above and beyond in 
her role. 

“Her enthusiasm, innovative 
ideas and passion have made her 
shine through as being a fantas¬ 
tic member of the policing fam¬ 
ily. 

“Her work around safeguard¬ 
ing and educating children in 
Oxford has made a real differ¬ 
ence to some vulnerable chil¬ 
dren’s lives.” 

C Robert Maris won Communi¬ 
ty Police Officer of the Year for 
Oxfordshire and overall in the 
Thames Valley. 

Described in nominations 
as an ‘exceptional’ officer, PC 
Maris, who is based in Faring- 
don, said: “I am extremely flat¬ 
tered to accept the award. 

“The entire team work their 
socks off for the Faringdon com¬ 
munity, supporting vulnerable 
people, preventing and detecting 
crime.” 

PC Maris joined Thames Valley 
Police in 2009, and has been act¬ 


ing as Sergeant for the past year 
on his neighbourhood team. 

In January, the nominations 
opened with members of the 
public, community groups, po¬ 
lice officers, staff, and partners 
all submitting entries. 

After receiving the highest 
number of nominations in Com¬ 
munity Policing Awards history, 
the nominations were reviewed 
by a judging panel chaired by 
Assistant Chief Constable Nikki 
Ross. 

Jackie Murdock, who is based 
at TVP’s North HQ in Kidling- 
ton, was awarded the Lifetime 
Achievement award. 

Joining the force in 1987 the po¬ 
lice officer became well-known 
across the force for her expert 
knowledge particularly of bur¬ 
glaries. 

Jim Davies, who retired earlier 
this year from working in the 
Fixed Penalty Unit in Banbury, 
was awarded Diversity Cham¬ 
pion for 2017. 

As a member of the Gypsy 
and Roma Traveller community, 
Mr Davies was told he had been 
‘inspirational’ in changing how 
Thames Valley Police worked in 
those communities. 

A citation read: “Jim has acted 
with tremendous courage, resil¬ 
ience and determination.” 

ACC Ross said: “The winners 
should be congratulated but so 
should those nominated and 
not successful, as their achieve¬ 
ments and hard work has not 
gone unnoticed.” 
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Idea of county mayor bites dust 
but super council could happen 




FOR: Council leaders John Cotton, Ian Hudspeth and Matthew Barber back the unitary plans 


AGAINST: In March, the Green Party opposed proposals for a unitary authority 
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Come back to the table and talk, district leaders are told by top Tory 


Matt Oliver 

moliver@nqo.com 


PLANS for an elected mayor 
in Oxfordshire have been 
ditched after the main politi¬ 
cal parties ruled out the idea 
in their General Election 
manifestos - a move which 
could pave the way for a ‘su¬ 
per council’ instead. 

The change means months of 
joint work on a devolution pro¬ 
posal by Oxford City Council, 
West Oxfordshire and Cher- 
well district councils has been 
thrown into doubt, with officials 
scrambling to find out whether it 
has been for nothing. 

And county council leader 
Ian Hudspeth hopes this will 
strengthen his case for a super 
council, which would see all ex¬ 
isting councils scrapped and re¬ 
placed with one authority. 

Mr Hudspeth said: “I have al¬ 
ways said we need to reduce 
layers of bureaucracy, not add 
more. 

“What is clear now is there 
will be no mayors outside urban 
areas and so what they [Oxford, 
West Oxfordshire and Cherwell] 
have been working on can no 
longer happen. 

“But it is clear that authorities 
which combine are going to be 
supported and we have put in a 
bid to combine authorities. 

“We will have to wait and see 
what the Secretary of State says 
but I urge council leaders to 
come back to the table and talk.” 

The Government previously 
said elected mayors were needed 
if areas seeking deals wanted 
‘significant’ tax-raising powers 
and control over large transport 
and infrastructure budgets. 


FACTFILE 


A BID to claw back major powers 
from Westminster to councils in 
Oxfordshire was centred on 
plans for the county to get its 
own elected mayor. 

This has been backed by some 
councils, but others have instead 
called for a 'super council' - 
which would see all the local 
authorities merged into one. 

But while elected mayors were 
a key requirement for 
'significant' powers to be handed 
over under David Cameron's 


government, that situation 
seems to have changed. 

With the main political parties 
publishing their General Election 
manifestos, it looks like mayors 
are no longer the favoured 
method of devolution. 

The Conservatives go the 
furthest, explicitly ruling them 
out for 'rural counties' such as 
Oxfordshire. 

Supporters of the super council 
plan say this strengthens their 
hand. 


But manifestos published by 
the Tories, Labour and the Lib 
Dems have now all made clear 
this is no longer the case. 

The clearest move against may¬ 
ors came in the Conservative 
manifesto, which ruled them out 
altogether in ‘rural counties’. 

It pledged to support ‘authori¬ 
ties that wish to combine to 
serve communities better’. 

Mr Hudspeth, Tory leader of 
Oxfordshire County Council, 
hopes this will play into his plan 
to establish a super council. 

The manifesto launched by 
the Conservatives, who are on 
course to win the General Elec¬ 
tion on June 8, also casts doubt 
over devolution in England. 

It says local authorities will 
continue to gain ‘greater control 
over the money they raise’ but 
does not mention control of ma¬ 
jor transport or infrastructure 
budgets previously offered. 

It follows recent claims from 
the Tory leaders of South Ox¬ 
fordshire and Vale of White 
Horse district councils, who also 
support the super council plan, 
that devolution was ‘dead’. 


South Oxfordshire leader John 
Cotton said last night: “It dem¬ 
onstrates a definite cooling to¬ 
wards devolution. 

“The words used in the mani¬ 
festo tend to support our view 
that merging councils into big¬ 
ger ones is the preferred route. 

“There is not the enthusiasm 
there was for devolution and I 
have not seen anything anyway 
to suggest that what is being sug¬ 
gested is any different to what 
was rejected 18 months ago.” 

However James Mills, leader 
of Tory-run West Oxfordshire, 
said no major party had ‘ruled 
out combined authorities’. 

He said work by Oxfordshire 
Growth Board, a committee of 
council bosses, on a joint devel¬ 
opment plan was an example of 
‘the direction of travel’. 

But Mr Mills added: “What the 
manifesto does also say is that 
authorities that ‘wish’ to com¬ 
bine can do so. 

“That is unlikely to happen 
here where 60 per cent of the 
population in Oxford, West Ox¬ 
fordshire and Cherwell is clearly 
against a super council.” 
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Rubber ducks 


Cash windfall for charity 
to help vulnerable adults 



Outgoing Cherwell District Council chairman Chris Health with volunteers at Second Time Around in Banbury 


in potholes 

VILLAGERS have come up with a 
completely quackers way of 
drawing attention to an ongoing 
pothole problem. 

Drivers travelling along South 
Side, in Steeple Aston, were left 
dumbfounded last week when they 
found rain-filled potholes inhabited 
by 100 bright yellow rubber ducks. 

The idea was devised and carried 
out by councillors and villagers 
who say they have had to negotiate 
the particularly bad stretch of 
potholes in the village centre for 
more than 18 months. 

It is hoped it will highlight the 
ongoing problem and prevent 
Oxfordshire County Council from 
ducking the issue in future. 

Parish councillor Helen Wright 
said she and colleagues regularly 
update OCC’s highways department 
on potholes, and claims they have 
led residents to have accidents. 

She said: “Despite our reporting 
that since the start of the year three 
residents had tripped in these holes 
and fallen, precisely nothing has 
been done.” 

Smiling drivers wound down their 
windows, braving the heavy rain, to 
ask what was going on, and passing 
villagers applauded. 

Woody Wright, three, said: “I 
think the ducks like their new 
ponds.” 

After all of the ducks had been 
removed from their makeshift 
ponds and re-homed, parish 
councillor Martin Lipson said it 
was time for a change. 

Oxfordshire County Council 
council did not respond to a request 
for comment on the issue. 


Hannah Somerville 

hannah.somerville@nqo.com 


A BANBURY charity helping 
adults with physical and learn¬ 
ing disabilities thrive has re¬ 
ceived a £2,600 windfall to keep 
up the good work. 

Second Time Around in Beau¬ 
mont Close offers vulnerable adults 
the chance to gain hands-on skills 
and confidence through furniture 
restoration. 

Staff from the charity were pre¬ 
sented with a cheque by outgoing 
Cherwell District Council chair¬ 
man Chris Heath at the council’s 
AGM last Tuesday. 

It followed a fundraising dinner 
at the Cherwell Edge Golf Club on 
Saturday, April 8 in which 65 people 
raised cash through activities such 
as a silent auction and raffle. 

Mr Heath said: “Second Time 
Around is a cause close to my 
heart. I first came across about the 
organisation on Facebook and after 
learning its ethos was built around 
recycling old furniture and build¬ 
ing community inclusion, I was 
instantly hooked as they’re topics 
I am extremely passionate about.” 

He added: “The staff and volun¬ 
teers are lovely down there. They 
all know me and have since asked 
if I would like to become a trustee. 

“They work with a number of 


people and offer alternative oppor¬ 
tunities to the more traditional day 
centres.” 

Second Time Around gives its 
volunteers the tools and skills to 
restore and recycle unwanted or do¬ 
nated furniture, which is then sold 
on. 


It aims to break down stereotypes 
and prejudices around disability 
and also regularly hosts vintage flea 
markets on the last Saturday of eve¬ 
ry month. 

Treasurer David Hedderly said: 
“Second Time Around has steadily 
gone from strength to strength over 


the course of seven years, from a 
tiny industrial unit to a large-scale 
workshop and retail warehouse 
with the recent addition of a cafe. 

“We hope to use the donation to 
go towards increasing our visibility 
within the local area and encourage 
people to visit us.” 






niK 

Bowling Green 


StlMMOUK ltSTAUIA«T ft Horn 



"‘'Popular Choices* 


Chilli-Con-Carne 

served with homemade chips, rice or salad 

Chicken curry 

served with rice or homemade chips 

Steak and Kidney Pot Pie 

served with homemade chips & peas 

Chicken Kiev 

served with homemade chips, jacket potato or 
mashed potato or rice & salad 

Steak and Kidney Pot Pie 

served with homemade chips & peas 


£8.95 Our Famous Sausages 

homemade sausages served with 
mashed potatoes & vegetables 

£8.95 

Cold Roast Ham & Eggs 

served with homemade chips & salad 

£8 95 

Mexican Mushrooms 

chilli con carne & mushrooms topped with 
£8 95 c h eese and served with chips & salad. 

Lamb Moussaka 

served with homemade chips & salad 

£8.95 Beef lasagne 

with salad garnish and chips 


£8.95 

£7.95 

£8.95 

£8.95 

£8.95 


Beefburger (12oz precooked weight) 

served with homemade chips & salad 


£8.95 Pork Spare Ribs £8.95 

served with BBQ_sauce, homemade chips & salad 


r Vjoixr hosts ■ 
Phi i Karen 
and Jacob look 
toward to seeing 
OjOix soonl 


r 


Gluten Free 
Menu 

Cottage pie 

Chilli con carne 

Chefs homemade sausages 

Roast beef-roast turkey or roast lamb 

Braised steak & kidney 

Chicken curry 

Lamb moussaka 

Chefs handmade burgers 

Chefs own recipe pate 

Pork spare ribs 

Gluten free gravy 

And of course all our steaks 


Overthorpe Road | Banbury | Oxon | 0X17 2XA 

T: 01295 263465 T: 01865 600808 | F: 01295 263724 | E: phil@thebowlinggreen.co.uk | W: www.thebowlinggreen.co.uk 
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Action call as assaults on NHS 
staff rise despite bodycam use 



Security staff at hospitals are equipped with bodycams 


Naomi Herring 

nherring@nqo.com 


MORE needs to be done to 
tackle NHS assaults, according 
union representatives after fig¬ 
ures showed a rise in the num¬ 
ber of attacks on staff despite 
a £10,000 roll out of police-style 
body cameras at Oxford’s hospi¬ 
tals. 

Mental Health worker and Uni¬ 
son representative Ian McKendrick 
said he is ‘far from convinced’ on 
the measure after figures show 215 
hospital staff were assaulted in 2016 
at Oxford University Hospitals NHS 
Foundation Trust (OUH) despite the 
investment. 

The cameras, worn by on-duty se¬ 
curity staff, were hoped to act as a 
deterrent to assaults and aggression 
but the latest figures show numbers 
have risen from 203 assaults in 2015. 

Unison representative Ian McKen¬ 
drick said: “I am far from convinced 
by the use of body cameras. 

“Our whole training is about pre¬ 
vention, what is the government do¬ 
ing about preventing this happen¬ 
ing. Assaults have gone up in the 
past five years and I think it is be¬ 
cause of waiting times and patients 
get frustrated. 

“You have to address the thing 
that is driving people to that.” 


But the trust put the increase 
down to a rise in staff numbers 
meaning the rate remains the same 
at 17 assaults per 1,000 staff mem¬ 
bers. 

The latest figures show last year 
199 of the 215 assaults were due to 
medical conditions, with 16 having 
no medical basis. 

OUH director of organisational 
development and workforce Mark 
Power said aggressive behaviour 
may sometimes be attributable to 
a patient’s medical condition but 
when this is not the case the trust 


refers incidents to the police. He 
said: “Our staff strive to deliver 
compassionate care for our pa¬ 
tients, often in very difficult and 
stressful circumstances. 

“Occasionally, members of the 
public display inappropriate be¬ 
haviour towards our staff, which 
is sometimes violent, aggressive or 
intimidating in nature. 

“We take all such incidents very 
seriously and, where they are re¬ 
ported by staff, will always initiate 
appropriate action.” 

Six of the 215 assaults last year 



Unison rep, Ian McKendrick 


were successfully acted upon: two 
criminal sanctions and four civil 
sanctions were made, including 
banning from the premises or offi¬ 
cial warnings. 

The trust said it received nine 
complaints against staff in 2015 and 
just five last year, all of which were 
dismissed using evidence from the 
cameras. 

Trust security manager Rachel 
Collins said: “The reassurance that 
the cameras have provided to both 
staff and patients has been very 
valuable. 


“In the year to December 2016, the 
trust provided Thames Valley Police 
with footage from the body-worn 
cameras in 14 cases of violence and 
aggression at the John Radcliffe 
site. In addition, footage was used 
in six internal investigations.” 

The body-worn cameras were 
bought in early last year for secu¬ 
rity officers to wear on their chests 
while on patrol at the county’s hos¬ 
pitals. 

Staff nurse David Bailey, who 
works at the John Radcliffe Hospi¬ 
tal, said: “From a protecting staff 
point of view and protecting our 
patients, to be able to rely on that 
footage to prove what did go on, it 
has been a positive thing.” 

Mr McKendrick, who is the com¬ 
munications officer for Oxfordshire 
Unison Health Branch, put the rise 
in NHS assaults down to waiting 
times and staff shortages and said 
body cams were ‘of limited value’. 

Patient Voice spokeswoman Jac- 
quie Pearce-Gervis said: “It is good 
news that the number of complaints 
against staff alleging unreasonable 
force by security officers fell. 

“But disappointing that number 
of assaults on staff are up from 203 
to 215 this year. 

“It would be a very sad day if all 
staff had to wear cameras, but may¬ 
be consideration should be given to 
supplying these to staff in certain 
areas.” 


BanburyCake 


Reader Offers 

Quality holidays & breaks 
at affordable prices 



Newmarket 

Holidays 

BRITISH 

TRAVEL 

AWARDS 

2016 


Champagne & Reims 
Christmas Market 

A sparkling pre-Christmas break 
3 days from £189.00,15 Dec 2017 

Don’t miss this sparkling pre-Christmas break to the UNESCO World Heritage, 
champagne city of Reims, supposed home to the very first French Christmas 
celebration, in AD496, and now the annual home to one of Europe’s largest and 
most spectacular - Christmas markets. 

Highlights & inclusions 

• A visit to Reims Christmas Market 

• A visit to Arras‘Christmas Town’ 

• Two nights’ three-star standard bed 
and continental breakfast hotel 
accommodation in the Reims area 


Coach travel from the local area and 

Channel crossings 

Escorted by a friendly tour manager 


Magical Maastricht 

& Valkenburg’s Christmas Cave 
3 days from £195.00,15 Dec 2017 

This fun-packed festive break includes visits to the beautiful Dutch city of 
Maastricht, where the famous Vrijthof square shimmers with seasonal colour and 
charm, and to the fairy-tale town of Valkenburg, home to some of Europe’s most 
enchanting and colourful festive markets, including that held in an underground 
‘Christmas Grotto’. 

Highlights & inclusions 

• A visit with entrance to Valkenburg’s 
Gemeentegrot Christmas Cave 

• A visit to ‘Magical’ Maastricht’s 
Christmas Market 

• Two nights’ bed and continental 
breakfast accommodation in a 


BEST LARGE 
ESCORTED TOURS 
HOLIDAY COMPANY 


Convenient 
local coach 
pick-up 
points! 




three-star standard hotel within 60 
minutes of Maastricht by coach 
Return Channel crossings 
Coach travel from the local area 
Escorted by a friendly tour manager 



call 0330 160 7730 


Visit newmarketholidays.co.uk/oxs 


These holidays are organised & operated by Newmarket Holidays 
i 4 -j *™inhn c.,k.— j-j—..- ailability.S : — 1 - 1 - 1 "~"— 


Ltd. ABTAV7812. Subject to availal 
^tandard^honecharges^ 


y. Single supplements apply. 


ilABTA 
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Treasure chest 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: 
SALAZAR'S REVENGE (12A, 129 

mins) Action/Adventure/Comedy/ 
Drama/Romance. Johnny Depp, 
Javier Bardem, Geoffrey Bush, Kaya 
Scodelario, Brenton Thwaites, Or¬ 
lando Bloom, Lewis McGowan. 

The third and fourth voyages of the 
Pirates Of The Caribbean saga. At 
World's End and On Stranger Tides, 
sprung leaks in their ramshackle 
screenplays and capsized under the 
weight of feverish expectation. 
After a six-year hiatus for long 
overdue repairs, the blockbusting 
series sets sail with two new direc¬ 
tors at the helm - Joachim Ronning 
and Espen Sandberg - and Johnny 
Depp swabbing the decks in his 
familiar guise as salty seadog Jack 
Sparrow. 

Pirates Of The Caribbean: Salazar's 
Revenge is a marked improvement 
and anchors the outlandish action 
to solid performances from two 
charismatic young actors, Kaya 
Scodelario and Brenton Thwaites, 
with simmering on-screen chem¬ 
istry. 

Depp continues to ply his comic 
schtick with wide-eyed gusto and 
Spanish actor Javier Bardem, who 
collected an Oscar for his chilling 
turn in No Country For Old Men, is 
a lip-smacking phantasmagorical vil¬ 
lain from the watery underworld. 
Action sequences are spectacular, 
including the hysterically overblown 
theft of a bank safe and a dizzying 
dance of death between Jack and a 
guillotine blade. 

The fifth chapter has its pleasures 
but it's not all plain sailing. 

The return of Will Turner (Orlando 
Bloom) and another original char¬ 
acter is misjudged, a central plot 
thread is disappointingly similar to 
another summer blockbuster, and 
the 129-minute running time feels 
excessive. 

A superfluous cameo for Paul 
McCartney as a fellow pirate also 
should have walked the gangplank. 
Twelve-year-old Henry Turner 
(Lewis McGowan) stows away on 
the wreck of the Flying Dutchman 
in order to be reunited with his 
father Will (Bloom). 

"This is my fate. You must let me 
go," pleads Will, who is condemned 


to serve as captain of the watery 
vessel for eternity... unless his son 
can track down the mythical Trident 
of Poseidon. 

Nine years later. Will (now played 
by Brenton Thwaites) searches 
for the artefact's whereabouts 
on the island of St Martin in the 
Caribbean, where he meets plucky 
astronomer Carina Smyth (Kaya 
Scodelario), who is labelled a witch 
because of her unerring love of 
science. 

She possesses a diary penned by 
Galileo Galilei, which contains clues 
to the hiding place of the trident. 
The duo join forces and unexpect¬ 
edly cross paths with Jack Sparrow 
(Depp). 

He is being pursued by spectral 
pirate Captain Armando Salazar 
(Bardem), who has escaped from 
the Devil's Triangle and intends to 
exact revenge, aided by Jack's old 
adversary. Captain Hector Barbossa 
(Geoffrey Rush). 

A little Depp goes a long way in 
Pirates Of The Caribbean: Salazar's 
Revenge. He makes merry with his 
treasure chest of physical pratfalls 
and garbled one-liners. 

Ronning and Sandberg keep a firm 
hand on the rudder and navigate 
a largely entertaining course be¬ 
tween eye-popping spectacle and 
family feuds. 

Their film is advertised as the 
"final" adventure and it would be 
sensible to drop the mainsail here 
while the series is still buoyant. 

wRATING: 5.5/10 
DIARY OF A WIMPY KID: THE 
LONG HAUL (U, 91 mins) Family/ 
Comedy/Drama/Action/Romance. 
Jason Drucker, Charlie Wright, Ali¬ 
cia Silverstone, Tom Everett Scott, 
Wyatt Walters, Dylan Walters, 

Owen Asztalos, Chris Coppola, 
Joshua Hoover. 

Family matters matter in the fourth 
instalment of the Diary Of A Wimpy 
Kid series, based on the hugely 
popular books by Jeff Kinney. 

The cast of David Bowers' pedes¬ 
trian road movie may have changed 
for this perky franchise reboot, 
but the reliance on bodily fluids 
of every viscosity and hue for easy 
laughs apparently never grows old. 
For 91 minutes, we are trapped 


with a dysfunctional clan, which al¬ 
lows their young son to relieve him¬ 
self in plastic bottles whilst sitting 
on the back seat of the car rather 
than pull over and avoid spillages, 
and the lad's humiliation. 

A belly full of deep fried butter 
sticks from a county fair is projectile 
vomited at the screen and the 
titular tyke's decision to hide in a 
motel room shower proves horribly 
misguided when we are forced to 
listen to an unsuspecting guest 
making splashes in the toilet bowl 
on the other side of the shower 
curtain. 

Director Bowers, helming his third 
picture in a row, makes heavy work 
of preposterous interludes such as 
the central character taking a dip 
in a hot tub full of cheesy snacks 
and emerging as a bright orange 
Oompa Loompa. 

This unfortunate soul is 12-year- 
old Greg Heffley (Jason Drucker), 
who receives an unwanted gift in a 
children's ball pit during a visit to a 
themed family restaurant with the 
rest of his clan. 

Video footage of his ordeal goes 
viral. 

Stung by his online infamy as Dia¬ 
per Hands, Greg resolves to restore 
his tainted reputation by making 
a video with his online idol, Mac 
Digby (Joshua Hoover), who is due 
to attend a video gaming conven¬ 
tion in Indiana. 

Alas, Greg is already committed 
to a Heffley family road trip to 
his grandmother's 90th birthday 
celebrations. 

"This is an unplugged road trip: 
no phones, no iPads, no internet," 
explains his mother Susan (Alicia 
Silverstone) as she collects mobile 
devices from Greg, her husband 
Frank (Tom Everett Scott), eldest 
son Rodrick (Charlie Wright) and 
youngest child Manny (Wyatt and 
Dylan Walters). 

There's an aching predictability to 
the mawkish final destination of 
Bowers' script, co-written by author 
Kinney, that feels contrived and 
emotionally hollow. 

Like the Heffleys, we're glad when 
the cross-country odyssey comes to 
a screeching end. 

RATING: 4/10 


Cake Bookworm 


Eleanor Oliphant Is Completely 
Fine by Gail Honey man is published 
in hardback by HarperCollins, 
priced £12.99 (ebook £7.99). 

There are some books whose narra¬ 
tor is so well-written, so human and 
instantly engaging, that they have 
you right from the first line. Such is 
the case with Gail Honeyman's Elea¬ 
nor Oliphant. It's unremarkable as 
first lines go ("When people ask me 
what I do - taxi drivers, hairdressers 
- I tell them I work in an office"), 
but it subtly poses questions and 
tees-up the most refreshing and 
heart-warming debut I've read in 
some time. Eleanor has worked at 
the same boring job for eight years. 
She has the same routine: home 
to her council flat, the Archers and 
pasta with pesto and salad for tea. 
On a Friday evening, she buys a 
margarita pizza and two bottles 
of vodka to see her through the 
weekend: "Monday takes a long 
time to come round." Eleanor, 
who's 31, was in care through much 


of her childhood and has hazy 
flashbacks to a traumatic event. 

Her mum calls on Wednesday even¬ 
ing from prison, and there's no love 
between them. When scruffy new 
office IT guy Raymond and Eleanor 
see an elderly man take a tumble, 
it draws the two of them together 
into a tentative friendship that will 
eventually help Eleanor break free 
from her lonely existence and learn 
how to live. Not only is she a joy to 
read as a character, brave, smart 
and funny, Eleanor will give readers 
perspective on their own lives. 
Rating: 9/10 

The Ice by Laline Pauli is pub¬ 
lished in hardback by Fourth Estate, 
priced £12.99 (ebook £7.99). 

This is the second novel from the 
author of the much-praised The 
Bees. Set in the near future, the 
action alternates between Britain 
and Arctic Norway as "very modern 
buccaneer" Sean Cawson pursues 
commercial success in Europe's 
far north, while haunted by the 


accidental (or was it?) death of his 
business partner, environmentally 
aware Tom Harding. Among the 
clues that this is set a few years 
from now are the introduction of 
a top barrister as a "KC", not "QC", 
and the fact that most ice at the 
North Pole has melted, opening a 
trade route across the top of the 
world and raising the prospect of 
both the exploitation of natural 
resources and great-power territo¬ 
rial disputes (Putin's Russia actually 
planted a flag on the Polar seabed 
in 2007). This could have been 
preachy in a green sort of way. It 
isn't. The excitement of Cawson 
(and others) is given a fair hearing: 
"Untold mineral wealth was un¬ 
protected and within reach. There 
was something magical in the air; 
it was a new golden age of trade 
and opportunity." And much of the 
action takes place in that under¬ 
used source of drama, the British 
coroner's court. 

Rating: 7/10 


of mayhem 



Johnny Depp as Captain Jack Sparrow in the Pirates of the Caribbean: Salazar's Reveng 



29 May - 2 June 

Daily animation workshops with 
a motoring twist! 


Create a storyboard and then build a model car t 
star in your short stop motion anirridteci film! 



'—Si MUSIUM family fun... 
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ankerandpartners.co.uk 

01295 274034 

Lettings & Management 

Chartered Surveyors I Valuers I Estate Agents I Lettings and Management I Auctioneers 


Anker 



WROXTON 


£875 pcm 



DASHWOOD ROAD 



BANBURY 


£850 pcm 


1 hall I sitting room/dining room with inglenook fireplace and wood burner I cloak room I 
kitchen I utility room I two double bedrooms with built in wardrobes I family bathroom I 
courtyard garden to the rear I parking. 

Energy Rating F 

Unfurnished - Available Immediately 


I communal entrance with security system I hallway I lounge I kitchen with integrated white goods 
I master bedroom with en-suite shower room and built in wardrobe I further double bedroom with 
built in wardrobe I bathroom I allocated parking I communal storage. 

Energy Rating C 

Unfurnished - Available Immediately 


I hallway I lounge I kitchen I two double bedrooms I bathroom I separate wc I small 
conservatory 1 rear garden I garage I off road parking. 

Energy Rating E 

Unfurnished - Available end of May 2017 



MIDDLETON CHENEY £850 pcm 


I lounge I kitchen with white goods I shower room I two double bedrooms I pretty rear garden 
with patio I front garden I parking for two cars. 

EnergyRating Pending 
Unfurnished - Available Immediately 



BYFIELD ~ - - £875 pcm 


I hallway I lounge/dining room I kitchen I three bedrooms I bathroom I enclosed rear 
garden I off street parking. 

Energy Rating D 

Unfurnished - Available June 2017 



WESTMINSTER WAY * £995 pcm 


I hallway I kitchen I cloak room I lounge/dining room I master bedroom with built in wardrobe 
I further double bedroom I single bedroom I bathroom I enclosed rear garden I garage I off street 
parking. 

EnergyRating C 

Unfurnished - Available 13th June 2017 



I hallway I fitted kitchen/dining room I lounge I master bedroom with en-suite shower room 
I double bedroom I family bathroom I allocated parking space. 

Energy rating B 

Unfurnished - Available 26th June 201 7 



BANBURY ‘ £550pcm 


I kitchen area with white goods I living room/bedroom I bathroom. 
Energy Rating C 

Unfurnished - Available Immediately 



MORETON PINKNEY ' ' "*£1,150 pcm 


I entrance hall I dining room I cloakroom I lounge I master bedroom with en-suite bathroom I three further double 
bedrooms I family bathroom I occasional room/study above garage I gardens to front and rear I garage and driveway. 
EnergyRating E 

Unfurnished - Available Immediately 



BODICOTE £895 pcm 


I lounge with wood burning stove I newly fitted kitchen/dining room with white goods I one double 
bedroom I one single bedroom - both with built in wardrobes I newly fitted bathroom I courtyard 
garden to rear with out building I off street parking for one vehicle I no pets I would ideally suit 
professional couple/single person. 

EnergyRating C 

Part Furnished - Available Immediately 



BARFORD ST MICHAEL £825 pcm 


I hallway I lounge I fitted kitchen I two double bedrooms I family bathroom I good sized 
gardens to front and rear I garage. 

EnergyRating F 

Unfurnished - Available 23rd May 201 7 



BEAULIEU CLOSE £875 pcm 


I lounge 1 brand new fitted kitchen/breakfast room I conservatory I double bedroom I 
single bedroom I family bathroom I pretty garden to the rear I garage 1 off street parking. 
Energy Rating D 

Unfurnished - Available end April/beg May 2017 


31-32 High Street I Banbury I OX16 5ER 





A reputation built on trust and experience 

iTN Market" 

the 

londoroffice..jo.uh 

<3 

rightmovecouk 


« ST JAMES-3 PLACE SW 
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Oxfordshire Listings 


To get an event of any kind listed here, enter the 
details into our easy-to-use online database at 
thisisoxfordshire.co.uk/events 

Please add your event no later than ten days 
before the day of publication. 


Events 

THURSDAY 

An Evening With Paul Merson: The 

Beacon, Portway, Wantage. A night with 
former England, Arsenal and Aston Villa 
legendary midfielder, manager and Sky 
Sports pundit Paul Merson. Hosted by 
comedian Adger Brown, hear Paul’s 
stories about the highs and lows of his 
career in and out of football. 8pm. £16. 
01235 763456. 

East Hagbourne Scarecrow Trail: 

Main Road, East Hagbourne. This year’s 
theme is Fairy Tales. 10am. Free, or buy 
map for £1.01235 813393. 

Frank Goodden - Oxfordshire’s 
First Aviator?: Museum of Oxford, 
Oxford Town Hall, St Aldate’s, Oxford. An 
illustrated talk by Peter Smith exploring 
the career of Frank Goodden at the Port 
Meadow aerodrome from 1911 and 
during WW1, using period photos and 
newspaper clips. 6pm. Free, but booking 
essential. 01865 252334. 

Ramblers walk: Recreation ground car 
park, Watlington. Seven-mile walk via 
Watlington Park. 10am. 01865 890829. 
Walk for Health: Vale & Downland 
Museum, 19 Church Street, Wantage. 
Every Thursday morning starting and 
finishing at Wantage Museum, for a walk 
around Wantage to keep fit. 10am. Free. 
01235 771447. 

FRIDAY 

Wantage Wl Country Market: Vale & 
Downland Museum, 19 Church Street, 
9.30am. Free. 01235 771447. 

SATURDAY 

Antique & Collectors Market: 

Kidlington Methodist Church, Oxford 
Road, Kidlington. 10am. Free. 

01865 371494. 

Benson Garden Club Annual Plant 
Sale: College Farm Car Park, High 
Street, Benson. 9am. 

Bicester & Kidlington Ramblers: 

Meet at the village hall or playing field car 
parks, Oakley, Bicester. A moderately 
difficult 10-mile circular walk in the 
Oakley area through woodland across 
fields using tracks and minor roads. 
10am. Free. 01869 278350. 

Blenheim Palace Food Festival: 
Blenheim Palace, Oxford Road, 
Woodstock. 10am. Entry to event 
included in venue admission. 01372 
869648. 

Burford Singers - Come and Sing 
with Bob and Brian: Burford School, 
Main Hall, Cheltenham Road, Burford. 

Led by President Bob Chilcott and 
Director of Music Brian Kay. The works 
we will sing include Bob Chilcott’s 
recently published work Gloria, with a 
view to a performance at the end of the 
day. Registration and coffee from 
9.30am, singing between 10.30am and 
4.15pm with breaks for lunch and tea, 
performance 4.45pm. See 
burfordsingers.org.uk/events 
9.30am. 01865 861514. 

Carterton Lions Car Boot Sale: 
Carterton Recreation Ground, Alvescot 
Road, Carterton. 8am. Stall £6/£12, 
buyers free. 01993 772241. 

Coffee Morning: Methodist Chapel, 
Bridge Street, Bampton. 10am. 50p to 
include a beverage and biscuit. 

01993 702561. 

Hailey Plant Sale: Hailey Village Hall, 
Middletown, Hailey. 10am. Free. 

01993 899125. 

History & Nature Rides: Chinnor & 
Princes Risborough Railway, Station 
Approach, Station Road, Chinnor. 

Children pay just £1 when accompanied 
by a fare-paying adult on History & Nature 
ride in vintage diesel bubblecar with 
commentary from railway volunteers 
about the history of the line and the local 
area. From 10.30am. Adult £11, senior 
£10, child £1.07979 055366. 


Northmoor Barn Dance: Lambing 
Barn, Manor Farm, Moreton Lane, 
Northmoor. 7pm. £10 for adults, £5 for 
under 18s. 

Plant Sale: Orchard Centre, Orchard 
Street, Didcot. Proceeds in support of the 
Didcot Twinning Association. 9.30am. 
Free. 01235 816602. 

Vineyard Open Day: Bothy Vineyard, 
Faringdon Road, Frilford Heath, 

Abingdon. English Wine Week Open Day. 
Free tastings all day. Plant sale. Special 
guest - Graham Harding at 2pm. 11am. 
Free, book reading at 2pm is £4. 

01865 390067. 

Witney Horticultural Society’s 
Annual Plant Sale: Wesley Room, 

High Street Methodist Church, High 
Street, Witney. 9.30am. Free. 

01993 702444. 

SUNDAY 

Bicester & Kidlington Ramblers: 

Meet at the car park behind the library in 
Wendover, Bicester. A moderately difficult 
10-mile walk starting in Wendover, then to 
Coombe Hill and then round into 
Wendover Woods with the walk taking in 
the highest point in the Chilterns. Notge: 
this is a very hilly walk. 10am. Free. 

01865 514082. 

Blackthorn Car Boot Sale: B4011, 
Bicester to Thame Road, Bicester. 10am. 
Buyers free, sellers £5 any size vehicle. 
07786 607097. 

Ewelme Open Gardens: Ewelme 
Village, The Street, Ewelme. Eleven 
gardens will be open as well as the 
allotments at the Cloister (next to the 
Church) and Suffolk House. Teas 
available at the Watercress Centre and 
plants on sale at Thatchings. 2pm. £5 
per adult, children free. 

Garage Sale: Park Road and 
elsewhere, North Leigh. Maps available 
on the day at 34 Park Road and garages 
involved will have balloons outside. 2pm. 
Free. 01993 882237. 

National Garden Scheme: Barton 
Abbey, Steeple Barton. Fifteen-acre 
garden with views from house (not open) 
across sweeping lawns and picturesque 
lake. Wheelchair access. Dogs on leads. 
Plant sale. Home-made teas. 2pm. Adult 
£5, child free. 

Oxfordshire Young Farmers’ 

County Show: Earth Trust, Little 
Wittenham. Main ring attractions, rural 
craft demonstrations, trade and food 
stands, a farm animal corner and a fun 
dog show. 10am. 16 & under £5, 
adults £7.50, family £20. 

07809 156995. 

Ramblers walk: Southend Common, 
Stokenchurch. Twelve-mile walk in the 
Stonor area with lovely views. Bring a 
picnic. 10am. 01491 575842. 

Rare Plant Fair: Kingston Bagpuize 
House, Kingston Bagpuize. In support of 
SeeSaw. 11am. Adults £5, children £3. 
0845 4681368. 

MONDAY 

National Garden Scheme: Church 
Farm Field, Church Lane, Epwell, 

Banbury. Woods, arboretum with wild 
flowers (planting begun in 1992); over 90 
different trees and shrubs in 4.5 aces. 
Paths cut through trees for access. Lawn 
tennis court and croquet lawns. Light 
refreshments. 2pm. Adult £2; child free. 
National Garden Scheme: Friars 
Court, Clanfield. Three acres of formal 
and informal gardens are within the 
remaining arms of a Cl6 moat, which 
partially surrounds the large C17 
Cotswolds stone farmhouse (not open). 
Wheelchair access. Plant sale. Coaches 
by appt. Home-made cream teas. 

For details see friarscourt.com 
2pm. Adult s£4, children free. 

Spring Bank Holiday Monday 
Vintage Bus Rides: Oxford Bus 
Museum, Main Road, Long Hanborough. 
Travel in beautifully preserved vintage 
Oxford buses from the 1950s and ‘60s. 


Buses will depart the Oxford Bus 
Museum every 20 minutes between 
10.20am and 4pm. Three routes from the 
Museum to Oxford Parkway rail station 
via Kidlington; Witney (Market Place) and 
Woodstock (Marlborough Arms). Hop-on 
and hop-off anywhere along the route (at 
normal bus stops). 10.15am. £6 adult; 

£15 family; £5 concession; £3 child. 
01993 883617. 

Wedding Fair: The Manor at Weston- 
o n-th e-G ree n, Westo n-o n-th e-G ree n. 
11.30am. Free. 01869 350621. 

TUESDAY 

Bicester & Kidlington Ramblers: 

Meet at the entrance/exit of Embankment 
tube station, London. A leisurely three- 
mile walk in London. Starting from 
Embankment station, the walk takes a 
tour of London’s Legal District. Please 
contact the walk leader beforehand to 
arrange train travel from Bicester if 
needed. 11.15am. Free. 07939 826412. 
Hey Little Bird Children’s 
Workshop: Sutton Courtenay 
Environmental Education Centre, Sutton 
Courtenay Road, Abingdon. Puppet show 
and puppet making workshop with 
Emma Bloor. Suitable for children aged 
2-7 years. Booking essential at bbowt. 
org.uk. All children must be accompanied 
by an adult. Please remember to come 
dressed for the weather. 10am. £4. 

01235 862024. 

Kidlington & District Historical 
Society: The Willow Tree Restaurant, 
Moorside Place, The Moors, Kidlington. A 
talk by John Paine entitled ‘The Magic of 
Egypt - Cairo, Luxor, Aswan and the Gold 
of Tutankhamen’. 7.50pm. Visitors £3.50 
with under 26s 50p. 01865 375758. 
Natural Dyeing for Families: Earth 
Trust Centre, Little Wittenham. Forage for 
natural dyes to colour wool, then make 
colourful felt. Suitable for ages 10 years+. 
11 am. £15 per child, £20 per adult. 

01865 407792. 

Real Science: Vale & Downland 
Museum, 19 Church Street, Wantage. 
Meet a scientist and find out what they do 
and how it helps our heritage. Join in with 
hands-on activities and demos. Children 
must be accompanied by an adult. 10am. 
Free admission but donations welcome. 
01235 771447. 

Tea Dance: Woodstock Social Club, 44 
Oxford Street, Woodstock. 2pm. £2. 
01993 811473. 

WEDNESDAY 

Dinosaur Discovery with Science 
Oxford: The Oxfordshire Museum, Park 
Street, Woodstock. A dinosaur-themed 
hands-on workshop. Unearth buried 
bones, excavate fossils and design and 
construct a moving pterodactyl. To book 
visit scienceoxford.com/events. 10.15am. 
£8 per child, adults free. 01993 814106. 
The Science of Magic with Science 
Oxford: The Oxfordshire Museum, Park 
Street, Woodstock. Explore the 
science behind some of the world’s 
favourite magic tricks. To book visit 
scienceoxford.com/events.2pm. £5. 
01993 814106. 

Wildlife Wednesday at Thrupp 
Lake: Thrupp Lake, Thrupp Lane, 

Radley. Roving Wildlife Wednesday visits 
a different Earth Trust community nature 
reserve each school holiday. 2pm. Free. 
01865 407792. 

Woodland Adventure: Earth Trust 
Centre, Little Wittenham. An expedition 
for 5-8 year olds. Use your detective 


skills to explore, build and play in the 
woods. 10am. £4 suggested donation 
per child. 01865 407792. 

Music 

THURSDAY 

Truck Store, 101 Cowley Road, 
Oxford: Emily Barker. Folk singer- 
songwriter. 6.30pm. Free. 

The Wheatsheaf, 129 High Street, 
Oxford: Jonathan Kreisberg Group. The 
Spin Jazz Club. Jazz guitarist. 8.30pm. 
£15, £12 (cones), £10 (students). 

The Cock Inn, Combe: Nick Gill. 
Classic jazz and ragtime piano/vocals. 
8pm. Free. 

The Bullingdon, 162 Cowley Road, 
Oxford: The Rifles (Unplugged). 
Acoustic show from indie rockers. 7pm. 
£15. 

FRIDAY 

Banbury Cross, Butchers Row, 
Banbury: Marley Motown. Free. 9pm. 
07800 935471. 

Carterton Social Centre, Brownes 
Lane, Carterton: Country & Western 
dance with Grand Canyon. £6. 8.30pm. 
01993 850682. 

General Foods S&S Club, Spiceball 
Park, Banbury: Jamie Felton. Free. 
9pm. 01295 252852. 

Horse & Groom, The Green, 
Milcombe, Banbury: The Summits. 
Free. 9pm. 01295 722142. 

The Northcourt, Northcourt Road, 
Abingdon: Absolute Blondie. Tribute. 
£10 advance, £12 door. 7.30pm. 01235 
203203. 

Fat Lil’s, 64a Corn Street, Witney: 

SN Dubstation. Fusing reggae, Ska and 
dub. 7.45pm. 

02 Academy Oxford, 190 Cowley 
Road, Oxford: Twisted State Of Mind, 
K-Lacura, Hope Burden, Over Dog, 

Ocean Of Apathy. Rock/metal. 6pm. £8. 

SATURDAY 

Abingdon Con Club, Ock Street, 
Abingdon: Steve Ashall. Vocal guitarist. 
9pm. 01235 525417. 

Littlebury Hotel, Kings End, 
Bicester: The Summits. Male covers 
duo. Free. 9pm. 07941 416722. 

02 Academy Oxford, 190 Cowley 
Road, Oxford: Novana. Nirvana tribute 
band. 6.30pm. £12.60. 

Green Road Social Club, 

Kidlington: Wigwam. 1970’s band. 

9pm. £7.50. 

SUNDAY 

Rokefest at the Home Sweet Home, 
Roke, Benson: The Vincent White 
Band. Free. 4pm. 01491 838249. 

The Brewery Tap, Ock Street, 
Abingdon: Syn City Rockers. Free. 9pm. 
01235 521655. 

The Maytime Inn, Asthall: Celine Dos 
Santos. Free. 3pm. 01993 822068. 
Oxford Wine Cafe, 38 South 
Parade, Summertown: Ollie Weston 
Quartet - A Nod to Coltrane. Tenor sax, 
piano, bass and drums.6.30-9pm. Free. 

MONDAY 

Rose Revived, Newbridge, Witney: 

Alvin Roy’s Reeds Unlimited. Jazz. 
7.30pm. Free. 

TUESDAY 

The Madhatter, 43 Iffley Road, 
Oxford: Time is of the Essence. Jazz 
with Ollie Weston (sax) and Pete Oxley 
(guitar), Martin Pickett on Hammond 


organ and the Spin’s drummer Mark 
Doffman. All welcome to sit in at the after¬ 
gig jam session. £4/£3 (students). 
8.30pm. 01865 604959. 

02 Academy Oxford, 190 Cowley 
Road, Oxford: Bars and Melody, 
Johnny Orlando. Pop rap duo and 
Canadian pop star. 7.30pm. £28.65. 
Oxford Playhouse, 11-12 Beaumont 
Street, Oxford: Carleen Anderson: 
Cage Street Memorial. Mercury- 
nominated US soul and jazz singer. 
7.30pm. £20. 

Chipping Norton Theatre, 2 Spring 
Street, Chipping Norton: Fairport 
Convention. Folk-rock music. 7.45pm. 
£25. 

WEDNESDAY 

The Wheatsheaf, 129 High Street, 
Oxford: London Graffiti, Fashion Proof, 
Steevo Nuissier. Local rock bands 
showcase. 8pm. £7. 

Theatre 

Burton Taylor Studio, Beaumont 
Street, Oxford: Until May 27, The 
Oxford German Play: Reigen. 7.30pm. 
£6. May 30-Jun 3, The Oxford Italian 
Play: Mistero! 7.30pm. £6.01865 
305305. 

The Bullingdon, 162 Cowley Road, 
Oxford: May 27, Ian Moore and David 
Trent. Glee comedy. 7.45pm. £15.95. 
01865 810000. 

The Old Fire Station, 40 George 
Street, Oxford: May 25, Spring Reign. 
With the unexpected arrival of two 
Westerners, who have stayed too long in 
Syria and must now be given refuge, the 
fragile existence of the Syrian couple 
comes under even greater threat. 

£ 12/£ 10. 7.30pm. May 26, The Tank. 
7.30pm. Inspired by the Dolphin House 
experiments. In 1965, an American 
scientist lived with a dolphin for tIO 
weeks to try to teach him to speak 
English. 7.30pm. £12/£10. 

01865 263990. 

Oxford Playhouse, Beaumont 
Street, Oxford: Until May 27, Cyrano. 
7.30pm. £11.50-£28. May 31, Henning 
Wehn: Westphalia is not an option. 
7.30pm. £18. Jun 1-2, Room on the 
Broom. For ages 3+. Various times. £13. 
Jun 1, John Shuttleworth. 8pm. £18. 
01865 305305. 

New Theatre, George Street, 
Oxford: Until May 27, The Curious 
Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time. 
7.30pm. 16.90-£39.40 plus £4 
transaction fee. May 28, Strictly Oxford. 
6.30pm. £16.90-£27.90 plus £4 
transaction fee. May 29, Remembering 
Fred. Dance spectacular. 7.30pm. 
£24.65-£61.15 plus £2.85 transaction 
fee. 0844 871 7615. 

The North Wall Arts Centre, South 
Parade, Summertown: May 27, 
Higgledy Piggledy Pie. 2pm. £8 
(concessions £6). 01865 319450. 
Tingewick Hall, Academic Centre 
John Radcliffe Hospital, Oxford: 

May 29-31, Merlot and Royal: A New 
Original Musical. 7.30pm. £8/£6. 

Amey Theatre, Park Road, 
Abingdon: May 25, NT Live: 
Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are 
Dead (Encore). 7pm. £12/£10. 01235 
849063. 

Chipping Norton Theatre, Spring 
Street, Chipping Norton: May 25-27, 
Kiss Me Kate. Chipping Norton Amateur 
Operatic Society. 7.30pm. £14. Jun 4, 
Call Me Merman. 7.45pm. £16.50. 
01608 642350. 

Cornerstone Arts Centre, Didcot: 

Jun 2-3, Unforghettoble. Hip hop theatre 
show. 7.30pm. £10. 01235 515144. 

Mill Arts Centre, Banbury: May 27, 

Ayesha Hazarika: State of the Nation. 
730pm. £14. 01295 279002. 
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Last-ball drama 
denies Banbury 

Sabin’s side are involved in thrilling tie with Henley 


BANBURY were involved in a 
thrilling tie when opponents 
Henley struck the final ball of 
the game for four. 

Going into the final over of the 
Home Counties Premier League 
Division 1 game at White Post 
Road, Henley needed ten to win 
with six wickets in hand. 

Richard West dismissed danger 
man Euan Woods, caught by Josh 
Megson, off the first ball for 83. 

The batsmen crossed and Ziafat 
Ashraf struck five runs off the 
next four deliveries, leaving Hen¬ 
ley needing six to win off the final 
ball and four to tie. 

Tahir Afridi struck a superb 
four over extra cover to earn his 
side a share of the spoils. 

Henley therefore finished on 


CRICKET 


195-5 in reply to Banbury’s 195-7. 

Put in to bat, the hosts’ innings 
was dominated a by a third-wick¬ 
et stand of 138 between skipper 
Lloyd Sabin (77) and West (76) af¬ 
ter they slipped to 29-3. 

But despite a spell of 3-25 for 
Banbury by Brad Taylor, this 
could not bring victory 

BANBURY 

C Haupt b Nugent.9 

T Bartlett c Woods b Nugent.1 

L Sabin run bife-./.,-.77 

C Hill c Davison b Nugent.0 

R West c Morris b Afridi.76 

J Megson notout.9 

W Hawtin Ibw Afridi.0 

J Wilkins b Nugent.1 

ACheema notout.7 

Extras.15 

Total (7 wkts, 50ovs).195 

Fall: 14,2-29,3-29,4167,5-181,6-181,7-186. 


Bowling: Nugent 10-2-324, Afridi 103-33-2, Russell 8425-0, Singh 10 
1-360, Ashraf 8-1-260, Woods 4037-0. 

HENLEY 

M Roberts Ibw Taylor.15 

M Rowe c Megson b Taylor.4 

E Woods c Megson b West.83 

R Morris c Sabin b Taylor.33 

S Davison st Hawtin b West.5 

Z Ashraf not out.26 

TAfridi notout.4 

Extras.25 

Total (5 wkts, 50 ovs).195 

Fall: 1-12,2-27,3-106,4128,5-186. 

Bowling: Cheema 10047-0, Taylor 9-1-25-3, West 10038-2, Wright 
101-280, Wilkins 3-017-0, Sabin 8-031-0. 

Banbury 12pts, Henley 12 
LATEST TABLE 

P W 


H Wycombe 
Banbury 

Horspath 
Henley 
Oxford 
Burnham 
Slough 
Tring Park 
Great & L Tew 
Finchampstead 


3 3 0 0 

3 2 10 

3 2 0 0 


NR Bon Pts 
0 0 60 

52 


13 33 
6 32 



Captain Lloyd Sabin hit 77 for Banbury 
during their tie with Henley 


Phillips shock 
as Oxon make 
Twickenham 


RUGBY UNION 


BANBURY scrum half Ed Phillips is 
still letting the news Oxfordshire 
will play in a Twickenham final sink 
in. 

Having been handed a walkover 
by Nottinghamshire, Lincolnshire 
& Derbyshire in the County 
Championship, they were made to 
sweat as their hopes rested on 
their rivals. 

But Buckinghamshire failed to 
pick up a bonus point in beating 
Essex, seeing Oxon top Pool 1 of 
Bill Beaumont Division 3. 

The coaches and players, who 
had met at Chinnor for a volunteer 
recognition lunch, found out the 
result via social media and a call to 
the RFU confirmed their place at 
the national stadium against 
Sussex on Sunday. 

Phillips said: "It's caught me off 
guard a bit. 

"I'm not sure if the shock or 
excitement came first - it's 
unbelievable." 



Newmarket 

Holidays 



. 111 1 *. J I |T‘ I I II I llmi 

L J* 



Christmas in Spain 

5 days from £589 Flying direct from an airport near you, 

23 December 2017 

Leave behind the cold, grey weather and spend the festive season on Spain’s 
beautiful Costa Brava, enjoying Christmas with all the trimmings in a super hotel 
complete with excellent leisure facilities. You’ll visit Barcelona on Christmas Eve 
and, on Christmas Day, tour the dramatic ‘Wild Coast’. 

Tour highlights 

A full-day visit to Barcelona 

Y A Wild Coast tour on Christmas Day 
y/ A four-course Christmas Day lunch 

with half a bottle of wine per person 

Y Use of the leisure facilities at 
your hotel 

■/ Fully escorted by a friendly, 


BRITISH 

TRAVEL 

AWARDS 

2016 


BEST LARGE 
ESCORTED TOURS 
HOLIDAY COMPANY 


Discover 
more 
on an 
escorted 
tour! 


experienced tour manager 
>/ Four nights’ dinner, bed 
and continental breakfast 
accommodation at the four-star 
Hotel Caprici Verd in Santa Susanna, 
return flights and transfers 



Call 0330 160 7730 gg_ 

Visit www.newmarket.travel/oxsl8260 


These holidays are organised & operated by 
Newmarket Holidays Ltd. ABTA V7812. ATOL 
protected 2325. Subject to availability. Single 
supplements apply A DTA 

Standard phone l/\ 

Charges_ Travel with confid 


J- 

J 

□ 


with Claire 
Petulengro 

Sit 

Service provided by IMS Leeds LSI 8LB. Calls cost 60p per minute at all times 


ARIES Mar 21 -Apr 19 . LIBRA Sep 23-Oct 22 

There have been very few times in your life where you have been ^ Try not to repeat other’s secrets or it will come back on you. If 
as sure as you are now about what you want. The difficultly lies in you you would just focus on what needs to be done, rather than what would 
admitting it to those who would be left behind. Colourful new characters impress others, you would be able to see the bigger picture. Saturn helps 
enter both your working and your personal life. This changes who you you to become a better person and you begin to work out how you can 
want to spend your time with. Ring now to hear how Mars blesses instant treat those you care for with more respect. Ring now so I can help you 


u 0906 585 4360 KT 0906 585 4366 


yt TAURUS Apr 20-May 20 

Careful of talking other people into what are, after all, your 
j - —. theirs. To live your life through others can only lead to 


V, 

all thl i 


SCORPIO 


Oct 23-Nov 21 

i to treat all you meet with respect this week. It can make 
i whether you get a deal or lose a deal. Don’t rule 
unhappiness. Besides Taurus, I see that you are more than capable of out using old contacts to break through to new work prospects. It will 
achieving any of your own dreams without the help you first thought was take those who know you well to trust in dreams as big as yours. Wear 
necessary. Put your energy into you. It’s what those who care for you something blue for luck in confrontations. It will bring out your gentler 


u 0906 585 4361 u 0906 585 4367 


GEMINI 


May 21-Jun 20 

Don’t set impossible standards for those you love. You’ll only 


SAGITTARIUS Nov 22-Dec 21 

u\ju l aci impuaoiuiB siai luai ua iui u mac you iuvc. i uu n umy r- There is an air of confusion to your chart which tells me you have 
drive a deeper wedge between you all. Take one day at a time and please wasted enough time listening to those whose lives you would not want 

don’t forget to stop and smell the flowers. It’s what can get your life into for your own. Mars is pushing you to ask for things before either you or 

the order I know you’re seeking (with a bit of fun thrown in of course), those concerned have had the chance to gain confidence. Slow down. 

Something you’ve avoided dealing with can be sorted to your advantage Success is yours if you would learn to proceed at a slower pace. Ring 

on Thursday. Ring now for insight. now for better timing. 


u 0906 585 4368 


A CANCER 

You’ve worked hard, that I 


Jun 21-Jul 22 CAPRICORN Dec 22-Jan 19 

t, that I can see Cancer, but I also know that • 1 The changes you want in your life are big ones, but they’re also 

those who don’t deserve support are expecting some sort of a break in vei^ achievable. The first step has to be in sharing what you really want 
return. In return for what Cancer? Remember who got you to where you with your close ones. So far, I see you have given them only half the story, 
are. It was you! Check your diary, you're likely to have forgotten something Use this week’s communication skills Mercury is offering to bring those 
that will be important to you. Ring me so I can tell you which area of your on board you love and want to work with. Ring now to hear how you hold 


u 0906 585 4363 u 0906 585 4369 


LEO 


AQUARIUS Jan 20-Feb 18 


Jul 23-Aug 22 

You hold the power of attraction this week, which also means EV Try not to tell others too much about your past too s 
you hold the ability to talk anyone into anything. Know how far is too far themfind out in time. What happened in the past is still relevant. But it's 
to go when asking for favours for family, or it could come back to haunt also what’s happening now that will form the base for the trust and respect 
you for a long time to come. A great week to get out of schedules or deals you will hold for each other. Changes which are forced on you in your 
which simply haven’t been working for you. Ring now so we can talk career this week turn out to be a blessing in disguise. Ring now to hear 


u 0906 585 4364 1^ 0906 585 4370 


PISCES 


Feb 19-Mar 20 


A VIRGO Aug 23-Sep 22 

Tfc _ Beware of telling the secrets of others, or it could come back ’ - You may not feel appreciated by your close ones, but you will 

on you. Why not work on the positive aspects of what is going on in the Pisces. Just stop working so hard trying to be who you think others want 
lives of you and your dearest ones. I can see there are many my friend. A you to be and put more time and effort into letting the real you shine 
minor setback in your personal life midweek needn't hold you up, unless through. It's what will decide who is a permanent friend and who is a 
you let a stubborn mood to stop you from moving on. Ring now for your temporary acquaintance in the weeks ahead. Ring now so I can show you 


d 0906 585 4365 g 0906 585 4371 
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OLD FASHIONED 

Pictures, Coins, Gold, 
Silver & Bank Notes, 
English or Foreign and 
Costume Jewellery - 
Instant Cash Paid. 
Please Tel: 01295 
254704 



Wanted Classic 
car spot lights 

Also any BMC, 
British leyland, 
austin morris 
spares to help with 
project, anything 
considered 

Tel 07469250520 c 
^ 01865 748465 



► Chiropody 


J 


V, 

FLEET FEET 

LIZ SPINK 

INST Ch And Pod 

Chiropodist 

HOME SERVICE 

Tel: 01295 255866 

■^ Mobile: 07860 134138 ^ 


Computer 

Services 


LAPTOP & 
COMPUTER 

Server, Set up, Repairs, Data 
Recovery, Internet, Network, 
Virus Infection, Home / 
Office Computer Problems. 

7 days services No Fix No Fee 
We visit you 

Qualified & Experienced 
pclaprepairs@gmail.com 

01295 236292 


Drain Clearing 


BLOCKED DRAINS? All 

types of blockages 
undertaken. Bourton 
Drain Services 01295 
758303 


Call our team to 
advertise your 
unwanted items. 

CLASSIFIEDS 


01865 420420 


Drains, Toilets, Sinks, Shower, 
Urinals, Gullies, Chambers, 
Septic Tank - Soakaways, 
Tee Pipe Fitting, 

Drain Tracing Root Cutting, 
High Pressure Water Jetting. 
We Also Clean 

Driveways, Patios & Decking! 


Call 01295 252 263 
07974 171 823 


► Fencing & Decking Services 


HOME MAINTENANCE 

S.R.D FENCING 
AND PATIOS 

Fencing, landscaping, 
patios, paths, decking, 
drives, shingle, garden 
clearance, guttering, 
brick walls. 

No job too small 
For free quote call Danny 
on 

01295 271210 or 
07989 774289 

danny_srd@live.co.uk 

QUOTE BANBURY CAKE 
FOR YOUR 

10 % DISCOUNT 

‘offer expires 01.01.2018 • www.srdfencing.com 



P. BRADLEY 



FREE Quotes Council 

Any Time Contractor 

10 million Public Liability 
Insurance 
Emergency Work. 

TREE FELLING 
SURGERY 
HEDGES CUT etc... 

50 years in Business 

01295 264716 
07768 527162 


► Guttering Services 


0oddarcf'$ 

Guttering and 
Roofing Specialists 

A Family Run Business 
Approved installers of GRP 
Fibre glass flat roofing 

A 

• New Roofs • Guttering • Flat Roofing 

• Re-pointing • Under Tile Felt Replacement 

• Roof Tile Renovations & Moss Removal 

• Specialising in PVCU cleaning 

• 15 Year Guarantee • Free Quotation 

• General repairs 

Freephone: 0800 858 9834 

Tel: 01865 980274/0779 917 7609 

Head Office 110, 266 Banbury Road, Oxford, OX2 7DL 

david@goddardsroofing.co.uk 


10 ADVERTISE ONLINE 


Mifc/aftefte* 


R D DECORATING 

Painting and 
Decorating 
Artex and Coving 
Fully Insured 
Visit my Website 
www.rddecorating.co.uk 

CALL RICKY 

Tel: 01295 254082 
Mob: 07930928152 


v. 


► Property Services 



FREECHOICE 
GROUP 

Professional Workmanship 
for all your Property Renovations | 

• GasWorks 

• Plumbing Works 

• Electrical Works 

• Building 

• Carpentry 

• Tiling 4$ £ 

• Painting 


Please Call for 
your Free quotation: 

01295 250 103 

Email Enquiries: 
lnfo@freechoicegroup.com I 




► Entertainments 


ct 
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Blackthorn Car Boot Sale 

Every Sunday 
10am Start 

£5 pitch any size vehicle 
BUYERS FREE 
Blackthorn nr. Bicester 
0X251TE 


Peter: 07786 607097 


^ Q MOTORS 




MOT’S 

MOT Testing Centre • Expert Mechanical Repairs & Servicing 
All Makes of Car & Light Commercial • Brakes, Clutches Etc 
Competitive Rates • First Class Service • Tyres & Wheel Balancing 

Telephone 1295 700050. 

Unit 1 • Mead Park • Thorpe Mead 
Thorpe Way Industrial Estate 
Banbury • Oxon • OX IB 4RZ 



To advertise 
your articles 
for sale or 
general 
services 
Telephone: 
01865 420420 

reception@nqo.com 
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BanburyCake jobs 

To advertise now please call 01865 236228 
or s recruiters@ox1jobs.com 


...in association with 


oxl jobs.com 


All you need to know about being a bricklayer 


In the construction in¬ 
dustry you’re never go¬ 
ing to be just another 
brick in the wall. There 
are so many roles needed 
to create modern build¬ 
ings that unique and 
special talents are called 
upon. 

This means very often you’ll be 
the hero of the moment, with your 
handiwork ensuring the success 
of projects big and small. 

One such role is that of the 
bricklayer, also known as the 
brickie. A time-honoured 
profession, it’s withstood every 
new innovation in construction. 


So what do you need to know 
about being a bricklayer? 

It’s hands-on art work 
For many of us the idea of a 
9-to-5 paper-pushing job is the 
stuff of nightmares. As a 
bricklayer, however, you can 
enjoy practical work. Think of it as 
a cross between creating art and 
working out - you will constantly 
be using your hands to form 
works that will be on public 
display for a very long time. Huge 
job satisfaction comes 
guaranteed. 

It’s a natural high 
Most of the time you’ll be 
working in the great outdoors and 
often at levels that are far from 


ground level. So, if you love fresh 
air and don’t mind working your 
magic in a hard hat at heights, this 
is the job for you. 

You can maximise talents 

The ability to follow plans, good 
hand-eye co-ordination and 
natural creativity are all important 
if you want to create the very best 
structures in bricks and mortar. 
Just like playing a sport or a 
musical instrument, practice 
makes perfect. Once you’re “in 
the zone” you can enjoy Zen-like 
progress. 

You can help preserve 
architecture 

While much of your time may be 
spent helping to build brand new 


houses, you can also find yourself 
helping to restore ancient walls 
and chimney stacks. Many 
important restoration projects rely 
on the skills of a professional in 
brickwork and masonry to bring 
historic buildings back to life. 

Lay the foundation stones 

You can start off with just a 
Construction Skills Certification 
Scheme (CSCS) card and a 
salary of £15,000 and easily work 
your way up the career ladder. 
Work hard and show an attitude 
of enthusiasm and willingness to 
learn, and with experience you 
could find yourself earning 
£30,000 - or even promoted to 
site supervisor. 



nri^i 

•MDENSOCIETY 


Support Workers - Full time & 
part time hours available! 


£15,860 pro rata, Banbury, Witney & Didcot 
33 days annual leave incl. Bank Holidays 

Do you want to make a difference? 

Be a part of supporting people with a learning 
disability to live the lives they choose. 

Recruitment Open Days, 10.00 - 15.00 
Witney 05 June 18F Thorney Leys Park, 
Witney 0X28 4GE 
Banbury 07 June Redlands Centre, 

Neithrop Avenue 0X16 2NT 

Didcot 

26 May & 09 June All Saints' Youth & 

Community Hall, Roman 
Place, Didcot 0X11 7ER 
See what it takes to be a Support Worker, 
find out more about The Camden Society, 
meet our staff and the people we support. 
Bring your CV, we offer opportunities 
for interviews on the day! 

We also have opportunities for 


Casual Bank Workers 


- £9.33 per hour. 

Can’t make the open day? 

Call us to find out more on 

01993 224190 

recruitment@thecamdensociety.co.uk 

www.thecamdensociety.co.uk/ 

currentvacancies 

wma 



( 

Inspnodby you 

s~~ > 

About us 

Bidfood Bicester is a great place to work and we have permanent 
opportunities for various roles at our Bicester depot. We're a leading 
wholesale food distributor covering the whole of the UK, the preferred 
supply partner for over 60,000 customers and our business is still growing. 
Due to continued growth we are looking to strengthen our team in the 
following areas. 

A bit about the roles available 

Telesales - Full time /Part time and Term time only considered 
Customer service - Full time / Part time and Term time only considered 
Class 2 drivers - Mon - Friday 
Warehouse Nights operatives - Sun -Thurs 

What does this mean for you? 

It means you can expect an excellent working environment, stability, 
fantastic development opportunities, and a great salary and benefits 
package 

What we can offer you 
33 days holiday (inclusive of BH), Free parking 
Exclusive range of over 4,000 high street discounts 
Personal accident insurance. Healthcare cash plan 
Pension, Staff discounts 


To apply, send your CV with a covering letter,to: 

Jacqui Mcdermott, Customer service Manager 
Email: JacquiMcdermott@bidfood.co.uk 


Bidfood 


Placing your classified advert is easy 
- just call (01865) 420420 

online: banburycake.co.uk email: advertising@nqo.com 
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ADVERTISE 

DIGITAL SALES SPECIALIST 

ONLINE 

Based at our Oxford office 

Competitive rates of pay 

bonbjryoate 

plus monthly bonus scheme 

aul(/ 0 (Ver 1 te 

For more information head to 


\ \ (r^\ n(> S6arCh 


\\ AJ Digital .. 

^ Oxfordshire 

1 -p 1 

TO ADVERTISE ONLINE 


bonburycoke co uk/ advertise 



Advertise 

oxljobs.com your vacancy 

from just £99 

oxl jobs.com The new home for jobs in the Oxford 


oxl jobs.com 


A COMBINED AUDIENCE OF 

618 , 204 * 


^ 01865 236228 
recruiters@ox1 jobs.com 


To advertise your vacancies, 
call us NOW on 01865 236228 

or ^ recruiters@ox1jobs.com 
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BanburyCake jobs 

To advertise now please call 01865 425300 ...in association with 0x1 jobS.COITI 


Accountancy 

Accounts Payable Assistant 
Didcot 

Competitive 

^ visit ox1jobs.com to apply 

Admin / Secretarial / PA 

Admissions Assistant 
Abingdon 

Competitive 

visit ox1jobs.com to apply 

Agriculture / 

Fishing / Forestry 

Gardeners 

Abingdon • Competitive 
visit ox1jobs.com to apply 

Architecture 

Trainee Intermediate 
Quantity Surveyor 

Witney • Competitive 
y^ visit ox1jobs.com to apply 

Automotive 

Transaction Manager 

Didcot 

Competitive 

^ visit ox1jobs.com to apply j 

Charity / Voluntary 

Support Workers 

Oxford 
£15,860/Year 

^ visit ox1jobs.com to apply 

Cleaning / 

Domestic / Caretaking 

Deputy Cleaning Supervisor 
Abingdon • £14,491 - £16,940/Year 
^ visit ox1jobs.com to apply 

Construction / Trades 

Landscaper 

Didcot 

Competitive 

y^ visit ox1jobs.com to apply j 

Customer Services 

Counter Staff 

Wheatley 

Competitive 

^ visit ox1jobs.com to apply j 

Driving 

Plant Delivery Driver 
Wheatley 

Competitive 

^ visit ox1jobs.com to apply y 

Education / Teaching 

Teaching Assistant Required 

In Specialist Provision 

Oxford • Competitive 
visit ox1jobs.com to apply 

Emergency Services / 
Military / Security 

Health, Safety And Environmental 
Manager • Oxford • Competitive 
y^ visit ox1jobs.com to apply j 

Executive / Management 

Mobility Centre Manager 
Abingdon 
£21 f 000/Year 

^ visit ox1jobs.com to apply 

Financial Services / 
Investment 

Finance / Credit Administrator 
Thame • Competitive 
^ visit ox1jobs.com to apply 

Hospitality / 

Catering / Tourism 

Bar Supervisor 

Marston • Competitive 
y^ visit ox1jobs.com to apply 

Insurance 

Underwriting Support - 
Oak Underwriting 

Chipping Norton • Competitive 
y^ visit ox1jobs.com to apply 

IT/ Telecommunications 

System Administrator 

Oxford 

Competitive 

^ visit ox1jobs.com to apply 

Legal 

Legal Secretary 

Oxford 

Competitive 

i visit ox1jobs.com to apply 

Leisure / Sport / 
Entertainment 

Gymnastic Coach 
Kidlington • Competitive 
visit ox1jobs.com to apply 

Logistics / Distribution 

Dray Crew Driver 
Abingdon 
£27,500/Year 

y^ visit ox1jobs.com to apply 

Marketing/PR 

Marketing Officer 

Oxford 

Competitive 

visit ox1jobs.com to apply y 

Media / Design 

Sparkle Design And 

Interior Finisher 

Oxford • Competitive 
visit ox1jobs.com to apply y 

Medical / Dental / 
Health Care 

Care Workers 

Wallingford • Competitive 
^ visit ox1jobs.com to apply y 

Oil /Gas 

Corporate Sales Support 
Administrator 

Oxford • Competitive 
^ visit ox1jobs.com to apply j 

Procurement ^ 

Purchasing Assistant 

Witney 

Competitive 

^ visit ox1jobs.com to apply y 

Production / Manufacturing 

Quality Inspector 

Witney 

£25,000/Year 

^ visit ox1jobs.com to apply 

Property 

Lettings Negotiator 

Oxford 

Competitive 

visit ox1jobs.com to apply 

Retail x 

Night Warehouse Operative 
Bicester 
£28,000/Year 

y^ visit ox1jobs.com to apply j 

Sales 

Multimedia Field Sales Executive 

Oxford 

Competitive 

^ visit ox1jobs.com to apply y 

Scientific 

Assistant Ecologist 

Oxford 

Competitive 

^ visit ox1jobs.com to apply 

Social Services / Housing 

Full Time Carer (Or Job Share) 
Home Placement 

Oxford • Competitive 
y^ visit ox1jobs.com to apply 

Many More Job 
Opportunities Available 

Go To www.ox1jobs.com To See 
The Full Range Of Jobs Available 
Within The Oxfordshire Area 
y^ visit ox1jobs.com to apply 


oxl jobs.com 


To advertise your vacancies, 
call us NOW on 01865 425300 
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UP TO _ 

£5000 


SCRAPPAGE ALLOWANCE 

REGARDLESS OF AGE OR CONDITION ON SELECTED NEW CARS’ 


eden 
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•RAND NT* 

CORSA ENERGY 


£159 + £99 

PER MONTH DEPOSIT 



£179 + £99 

PER MONTH DEPOSIT 



£199 + £199 

PER MONTH DEPOSIT 




PR€ * REGISTERED 
VIVA SE 
NOW £7,995 

SAVE £1,320 

OP* LAV Ptttt 



PRE REGISTERED 
MERIVA LIFE 

NOW £9,995 


* SAVE £4,275 


Off UST NKt 


£119 + £119 4.9% 

nRyusiM Dtrcsit I ap* 


0% APR AVAILABLE ON ALL PRE-OWNED CARS 






2016 CORSA SRi 

frutrooifc 4 C/uoe Contra 


£159 + £159 

PER MONTH PPOei 


2016 ZAFIRA TOURER EXCLUSIV 

75e«r*4 SofORus On »fn 


2016 ASTRA SRi NAVI,OT 


2014 HOKKA EXCLUSIV 

HWflioP 4 Crurse Control 



£169-£i69 0%H£169-£i69 0%B£179 + £i79 0% 

UiAH Art Alt Vi - W’i'iKU* ATP. 


OPEN UNTIL 9PM TUESDAY AND THURSDAY 


Eden Vauxhall Banbury Eden VauxhaU Oxford 

Beaumont Road 10X161RH Oxford Motor Parte 10X5 WY 

Tel* 01295 755400 Tel: 01865 856500 

Sales Opening Hours 

08:30-19.00 Monday. Wednesday. Friday and Saturday 108 30-2100 Tuesday and Thursday 


«> iii i if 
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a better wold of motoring 


edenvauxhalLcom 


VAUXHALL 
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Need «o ■*. a chicle In a hurry? 


WE STOCK CARS AND VANS OF ALL SIZES 
FOR WHATEVER YOU NEED TO CARRY ^ 

Contact our friendly, professional 
team for assistance in choosing the 
right vehicle for your requirements! 
BUSINESS DEALS AVAILABLE! 


Holiday 
« Car Hire 

Hire vehicles 
to take abroad 


r a 


Banbury Van & Car Hire Ltd 

01295 256555 

07888 747323 • 07827 974399 

E: hire@banburyvanandcarhire.co.uk 
www.banburyvanandcarhire.co.uk 

Thorpe Way • Banbury • Oxfordshire • 0X16 4SP 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK: 

8:30am-5:30pm Monday - Friday, 9am-1pm Saturday, 9am-1pm Sunday 
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EURONIC 


BUYWISfi ffiS 

THE HOME OF HOME APPLIANCES 


PEALS OF THE WEEK 

Service only your local independent electrical retailer can provide 


WE ALSO RENT APPLIANCES 


WE'RE 
SWITCHED 
ON 
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12 Place Settings Dishwasher 

Model No: SMS50T02GB 

• 5 Programmes Inc: Half Load 

• Front Control Buttons 

• Aquamix Glass Protection System H 

• Dimensions: H84.5xW60xD60cm 


£299 




1200 Spin 6kg Washing Machine 


Model No: WAB24161GB 


* SpeedPerfect: Wash Results in 40% Less Time 
► ActiveWater: Automatic Load Adjustment 

» Allergy+ /ECARF Quality Seal 

* Dimensions: H84.8xW59.8xD55cm 


60cm No Frost VitaFresh Fridge 
Freezer 

Model No: KGN36VW35G 

• 247/110 Litres, 8.72 / 3.88 CuFt 

• 2 VitaFresh Chiller Boxes 

• VitaFresh Box with Humidity Control I 

• Dimensions: H186xW60xD66cm 


£279 


£479 


m 


BOSCH = 



1200 Spin 8Kg Washing Machine 

Model No: WAP24390GB 

• 15 Programmes Inc: Super Quick 15 Min Wash 

• VarioPerfect Technology 

• EcoSilence Drive with 10 Year Warranty B 

• Dimensions: H84.8xW59.8xD55cm 


£379 


m 


BOSCH 



1400 Spin 8kg Washing Machine 

Model No: WAQ28490GB 

• ActiveWater: Water Saving Technology 

• VarioPerfect Technology 

• EcoSilence Drive with 10 Year Warranty I 

• Dimensions: H84.8xW59.8xD55cm 


BOSCH 


O 


1500 Spin 8kg Wash, 5kg Dry Washer 
Dryer 

Model No: WVG30461GB 

• EcoSilence Drive with 10 Year Parts 
Guarantee 

• 12 Programmes Inc Auto Dry 

• 3D AquaSpa Cascade 

• Dimensions: H85xW60xD59cm 


£369 


£599 


• WE DELIVER • WE INSTALL • WE CARE 


01295 266087 

www.buywiseappliances.co.uk 
sales@buywiseofbanbury.co.uk 
THE HOME OF HOME APPLIANCES 45 Parson's Street, Banbury, Oxfordshire OX16 5NA 

T&C Apply: Sold as an agent for Euronics Limited. Prices correct at time of print. Delivery and installation charges may apply 



connect with us: 



































































